Early Hanoverian Diplomacy
which they were brought into active relations with the European situations of their periods.
Two years before Walpole's retirement died the Emperor Charles VI. Foreseeing his end, he had taken the step intended to ensure the fulfilment of his fondest wish by gaining the consent of Europe to the Pragmatic Sanction; this was accepted both by England and France; nor at the time did any European state refuse its signature, except Bavaria. In 1740, Maria Theresa, as Queen of Hungary, quietly succeeded to her father's dominions.
The first blow at the agreement, however, proceeded from an unexpected quarter. The great Frederick of Prussia had long resented the loss of the Juliers and Berg duchies; he now made his signature of the Pragmatic Sanction conditional on their restoration ; he emphasised his claim by seizing Silesia, at the same time protesting that he had no wish to quarrel with Austria. It had already become a maxim of French diplomacy to miss no opportunity of acquiring influence in Germany. The King of France, Louis XV., therefore welcomed the opportunity of now concluding a secret treaty with the Prussian monarch. Walpole, who lived till 1745, had foreseen the danger to the peace of the world threatened by a possible collision between the militant Prussian monarch and the young Austrian queen. He had therefore advised timely Austrian concessions to the new Prussian crown.
By this time, however, influences very different from those sedulously fostered by Walpole were in the ascendant with the English court, Parliament and people. George II., flushed with F                              81